
YEAR 8 Art Autumn Vocabulary 
Tier 2 Vocabulary 

Key Term Meaning 
Realistic True to life appearance. 
Expressive Conveying thought or feeling. 
Features The structure, form, or appearance especially of a person. 
Contemporary Belonging to or occurring in the present. 
Miscellaneous Made up of an odd bunch of things — things you might not expect 

to go together. 
Asymmetrical Having parts or aspects that are not equal or equivalent; unequal. 
Authenticity The quality of being genuine or real. 
Originality The ability to think independently and creatively. 
Exaggerated Enlarged or altered beyond normal proportions. 
Resist To withstand the force or effect of. 

 

Tier 3 Vocabulary 
Directional 
Shading 

Shading follows the form’s curves; the material follows the shape of 
the area you are shading.  

Contour The outline or shape of something e.g. following the contours of the 
face. 

Monoprint A unique/one-off print taken from a design. 
Mini Map A simplified placement and plan of things in a composition prior to 

adding detail.  
Proportion The relationship between the sizes of different elements within a 

piece. 
Self-portrait A pictorial or literary portrait of oneself, created by oneself. 
Portraiture A study of a person, especially one depicting only the face or head 

and shoulders. 
Wash A visual arts technique resulting in a semi-transparent layer of 

colour. 
Typography The technique of arranging letters and words. 
Graffiti Graffiti is marks, scratching or drawings made on a surface on a 

public place. 
Facial Features Unique characteristics of a person's face, such as eyes, nose, and 

mouth. 
Acrylic A kind of plastic, fabric, fibre, or paint that's made from acrylic acid. 
Anatomical Relating to bodily structure. 
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