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Guide 
FILM STUDIES 



Cinematography: Camerawork 
 
Angle 
 
LowĎAngle HighĎAngle Canted/DutchĎAngle 

 
Depth of Field 
 
DeepĎFocus ShallowĎFocus 

 
Camera Movement 
 
Crane Tracking Dolly 
Handheld  Steadicam 

 
Shot Distance 
 
LongĎshot MidĎshot Close-up 
 TwoĎshot  

 
Key Questions 

 
HowĎdoesĎcinematographyĎreinforce/reflectĎwiderĎ
narrativeĎthemes? 
 
HowĎdoesĎitĎimpactĎtheĎrepresentationĎofĎcharacters? 
 
HowĎisĎitĎimpacted/affectedĎbyĎotherĎkeyĎelements? 
 
HowĎisĎcinematographyĎimpactedĎbyĎtheĎfilm-maker? 
 
HowĎisĎcinematographyĎimpactedĎbyĎtheĎtimeĎinĎwhichĎitĎ
itĎwasĎmade? 



HowĎisĎcinematographyĎimpactedĎbyĎtheĎcost? 
 

Cinematography: Lighting 
 
Type of lighting 
 
Naturalistic Expressive 

 
Levels of lighting 
 
Low-key High-key 

 
Focus of lighting 
 
HardĎlighting SoftĎlighting 

 
Colours 
 

ColourĎfilters 
 

Key Questions 
 
HowĎdoesĎtheĎlightingĎimpactĎonĎtheĎemotionalĎtoneĎofĎ
theĎfilm?ĎDoesĎitĎeffectĎtheĎemotionalĎthrustĎofĎtheĎfilm? 
 
DoesĎtheĎlightingĎreflectĎanyĎcharacter÷sĎstateĎofĎmind? 
 
DoesĎtheĎlightingĎemphasiseĎshadows? 
 
DoesĎtheĎlightingĎdifferĎthroughoutĎsequences? 
 
IsĎtheĎlightingĎconventionalĎinĎtermsĎofĎtheĎgenre? 



Mise en Scene and Performance 
 

Mise-en-Scene 
 

Props CostumeĎ&Ď
Make-up 

Setting 

 
Key Questions 

 
DoesĎtheĎmise-en-sceneĎhelpĎtoĎconveyĎtheĎgenreĎofĎtheĎ
film? 
 
DoesĎtheĎmise-en-sceneĎpresentĎfamiliarityĎorĎanĎ
unfamiliarĎworld?ĎDoesĎitĎprovideĎescapismĎorĎ
somethingĎreal? 
 
DoesĎanyĎpartĎofĎtheĎmise-en-sceneĎhelpĎtoĎpropelĎtheĎ
narrativeĎforward?Ď 
 
WhatĎdoesĎtheĎmise-en-sceneĎtellĎusĎaboutĎtheĎ
characters? 
 
DoesĎtheĎsettingĎprovideĎbarriersĎorĎfreedomsĎforĎtheĎ
characters? 
 
WhatĎdoĎanyĎpropsĎtellĎusĎaboutĎtheĎcharacters? 
 
Composition 
 

OpenĎandĎ
Closed 

Symmetry Off-ScreenĎ
Space 

 



Key Questions 
 
DoesĎtheĎcompositionĎofĎtheĎfilmĎlackĎaĎsymmetry? 
 
DoĎcharactersĎrespondĎtoĎobjects/people/eventsĎthatĎareĎ
happeningĎoff-screen? 
 
Acting Style/Performance 

 
VoiceĎQuality BodyĎLanguage Pose 

 
Key Questions 

 
WhatĎisĎsignificantĎinĎtermsĎofĎtheĎdeliveryĎofĎdialogueĎinĎ
termsĎofĎtone,ĎfluencyĎorĎvolume? 
 
WhatĎemotionsĎareĎcommunicatedĎbyĎactorĎbodyĎ
language?ĎWhatĎisĎtheirĎbodyĎlanguageĎtowardsĎotherĎ
characters? 
 
AreĎposesĎassertiveĎorĎtimid?ĎMasculineĎorĎFeminine? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Editing 
 
Styles of Editing 
 

Continuity Editing Expressive Editing 
Match-on-Action JumpĎCutting 
EyelineĎMatches Juxtaposition 
Shot-Reverse-Shot Montage 

 
Continuity Editing Key 
Questions 
 
HowĎisĎeditingĎusedĎtoĎ
helpĎshapeĎtheĎworldĎinĎ
whichĎtheĎfilmĎtakesĎ
place? 
 
DoĎfilmĎeventsĎtakeĎplaceĎ
inĎtheĎsameĎtime?ĎAreĎ
theyĎportrayedĎinĎaĎ
condensedĎtime?ĎIsĎtimeĎ
stretchedĎthroughĎslowĎ
motionĎorĎquickĎcuts? 
 
IsĎeditingĎusedĎtoĎalignĎusĎ
withĎaĎparticularĎcharacterĎ
(linkĎtoĎscreenĎtime)? 
 
DoesĎextensiveĎcontinuityĎ
editingĎcreateĎaĎsenseĎofĎ
realism?ĎDoesĎitĎcreateĎ
passiveĎspectatorship? 

Expressive Editing Key 
Questions 
 
AreĎthereĎevidentĎeditingĎ
juxtapositionsĎ(scaleĎ
and/orĎcolour/lighting)? 
 
AreĎjuxtapositionsĎusedĎtoĎ
suggestĎconflictĎorĎ
change? 



Tempo 
 
Slow-paced Fast-paced 

 
Key Questions 

 
HowĎdoesĎtheĎeditingĎtempoĎcontributeĎtoĎtheĎemotionalĎ
toneĎofĎtheĎfilm? 
 
IsĎslowĎeditingĎusedĎtoĎcreateĎaĎformĎofĎactiveĎaudienceĎ
spectatorship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sound 
 
Types of Sound 
 
Diegetic Non-diegetic 
Dialogue FilmĎMusicĎandĎScores 
AmbientĎSound Voice-overĎNarration 
On-screenĎsound/Off-
screenĎsound 

 

 
 SoundĎMixing  

 
 

Key Questions 
 
AreĎsomeĎcharactersĎgivenĎmoreĎvolumeĎinĎtheirĎ
dialogue? 
 
HowĎdoĎtheĎsoundsĎgiveĎusĎaĎsenseĎofĎtheĎemotionalĎ
directionĎofĎtheĎscene? 
 
WhatĎisĎtheĎimpactĎofĎanyĎmomentsĎofĎsilenceĎorĎwhenĎ
theĎsoundĎisĎdampened? 
 
AreĎcertainĎsoundsĎbeingĎpushedĎtoĎtheĎforegroundĎofĎ
theĎmixĎandĎforĎwhatĎpurpose? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Representation: Gender, Age & Ethnicity 
 
Stereotypes Countertypes 

 
Empathy Sympathy 

 
 

Key Questions 
 
CanĎanyĎofĎtheĎcharactersĎbeĎdescribedĎasĎ
stereotypical? 
 
InĎwhatĎwaysĎdoesĎtheĎphysicalĎappearanceĎand/orĎ
behavioursĎofĎtheĎcharacterĎhelpĎtoĎconstructĎanĎ
exaggeratedĎorĎnegativeĎrepresentationĎofĎthatĎsocialĎ
group? 
 
AreĎanyĎofĎtheĎcharactersĎcharacterĎcountertypes? 
 
DoesĎtheĎfilmĎconstructĎaĎproblematicĎrepresentationĎofĎ
theĎrealĎworldĎasĎaĎresultĎofĎabsentĎsocialĎgroups?ĎDoesĎ
itĎconstructĎaĎworldĎviewĎthatĎisĎlargelyĎwhiteĎorĎmale-
oriented? 
 
AreĎweĎbeingĎalignedĎtoĎmasculineĎviewpointsĎofĎwomenĎ
(Mulvey÷sĎmaleĎgaze)? 
 
AreĎtheĎrepresentationsĎofĎwomenĎshowingĎthemĎasĎ
passiveĎorĎobjectified? 
 
AreĎmaleĎpresencesĎencodedĎasĎstrongerĎthanĎfemales? 



Narrative 
 
Traditional Narrative Structures 
 
EquilibriumĎ
(ThreeĎActĎ
Structure) 

CharacterĎ
Archetypes 

BinaryĎ
OppositionsĎ 

Genre-
basedĎ
narratives 

 
 

Key Questions 
 
DoesĎtheĎfilmĎuseĎlinearĎstorytelling?Ď 
 
DoesĎitĎpromoteĎactiveĎorĎpassiveĎspectatorship? 
 
AreĎaudiencesĎencouragedĎtoĎadoptĎtheĎviewpointĎofĎaĎ
singleĎcharacter? 
 
WhatĎorĎwhoĎinjectsĎnarrativeĎdisequilibriumĎinĎtheĎfilm? 
 
DoesĎtheĎuseĎofĎProppianĎarchetypesĎprovideĎfamiliarityĎ
forĎtheĎaudience?ĎDoĎtheyĎupholdĎanyĎideologies? 
 
WhichĎoppositionalĎcharacterĎorĎideaĎtriumphsĎinĎtheĎfilmĎ
andĎwithĎwhatĎideologicalĎeffect? 
 
DoesĎtheĎfilmĎconformĎtoĎanyĎgenre÷sĎnarrativeĎtraits? 
 
 
 
 
 



Contexts 
 
Social/PoliticalĎ
Contexts 

CulturalĎContexts InstitutionalĎ
Contexts 

 
Key Questions 

 
DidĎwhatĎwasĎhappeningĎinĎsociety,ĎincludingĎ
technologies,ĎimpactĎonĎanyĎaspectsĎofĎtheĎfilm? 
 
WereĎthereĎanyĎpoliticalĎrestrictionsĎtoĎwhatĎwasĎ
depictedĎinĎtheĎfilm? 
 
WhatĎculturalĎinfluencesĎareĎevidentĎinĎtheĎfilm? 
 
IsĎthereĎanyĎevidenceĎofĎtheĎdirectorĎorĎtheĎproductionĎ
companyĎhavingĎanyĎimpactĎonĎtheĎstyleĎofĎtheĎfilm? 
 
HasĎtheĎbudgetĎhadĎanĎevidentĎimpactĎonĎfilm-makingĎ
choicesĎmade? 
 
HowĎhaveĎtheĎcontextsĎimpactedĎonĎtheĎnarrative? 
 
HowĎhaveĎtheĎcontextsĎimpactedĎonĎtheĎfilm÷sĎaesthetic? 
Ď 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


