
BRITAIN BREADTH TOPIC 1 REVISION CHECKLIST: 

Ensure you know the answer to the following questions.  Use them to make revision 
cards: 

Questions:    
You need to know the follow legislation in detail: 

• 1832 Great Reform Act 
• 1867 Parliamentary Reform Act 
• 1872 Ballot Act 
• 1883 Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act 
• 1884 Parliamentary Reform Ac 
• 1885 Redistribution of Seats Act 
• 1918 Representation of the People Act 
• 1928 Representation of the People Act 

 
Which reforms…. 
1. Created household suffrage in the boroughs 
2. Increased the electorate to approx 800,000 (1/5 of 
the male population) 
3. Redistributed seats to the counties 
4. Quadrupled the electorate to 21m 
5. Increased the electorate to 2m (1/3 of the adult 
male population) 
6. Abolished the distinction between counties and 
boroughs 
7. Increased the electorate to 5.5m (60% of the adult 
male population) 
8. Introduced the ballot 
9. Gave the vote to £50 tenant farmers? 
10. Introduced a universal franchise for all adults 
over 21. 
11. Redistributed 65 seats to the counties 
12. Created 44 new boroughs seats for 
underrepresented areas 
13. Introduced single member constituencies of 
equal size. 
14. Increased the number of MPs for Liverpool, 
Manchester, Leeds and Birmingham to 3. 
15. Abolished voting distinctions between counties 
and boroughs 
16. Set a limit of £710 expenditure for 2,000 voters 
17. Created a standard £10 borough franchise? 
18.  Proposed to abolish 36 corrupt boroughs, 
redistribute votes to the counties - this failed. 
 
Which reform… 

   



1. Benefited the middle classes? 
2. Benefited the working classes? 
3. Benefited the landed aristocracy? 
4. Benefited women? 
5. Benefited the poorest in society? 
6. Benefited agricultural workers? 
 
Which reform(s) were driven by... 
1. Economic changes and pressure? 
2. Political calculations? 
3. Changes due to war? 
4. Democratic ideals? 
5. Aristocratic influence? 
6. Party splits? 
 
Which reform had the greatest impact on... 
1. The franchise? 
2. Future change? 
3. The representation of different interests? 
4. The representation of different classes? 
5. The distribution of seats? 
 

 


