
 

Film Studies Learning Journey 

• Critically analysing specialist writing on film  
• Identifying critical skills 
• Introducing A Level analysis 
• Refine screenplay/film-making approach 

• Broaden film experiences in terms of cultural diversity 
• Using subject terminology when writing about film 
• Develop deep understanding of wider range of films 
• Develop screenplay/film-making approach 
• Introduce exploring critical writing 

• Introduce subject terminology 
• Draw on student enthusiasm of film 
• Broaden film experiences to include historically 

important films and developments 
• Practical exercises that help to demonstrate how films 

can be used to create meaning 

Knowledge Skills 

How did we get here? 
(Film History) 

How does mise-en-scene create 
meaning? 

How does cinematography 
create meaning? 

How does editing work? How does sound enhance our reaction? 

How does genre affect our experience? Why do films look different? 

Attack the Block 
(Aesthetic/style) 

How do films 
tell us stories? 

Slumdog Millionaire 

How do films tell us about people? The Farewell 

How do I make my own 
film/screenplay? 

How have 
American films 

changed? 1950’s 
Invasion of the 
Body Snatchers 

Why have American 
films changed? 1980’s E.T. 

How do I 
make/improve my 
film/screenplay? 

What is an 
independent film? 

Ladybird How can I get the best 
grade possible? 

Bespoke Learning: 
identifying gaps EXAM 



 

Film Studies GH6 Learning Journey 

Apply knowledge and understanding from key 
elements, contexts and meaning to more 
complex texts. 

Demonstrate knowledge of key elements- 
how they help to create meaning. 

Demonstrate knowledge of contexts of films. 

Knowledge Skills 

Demonstrate knowledge of different 
meanings in film. 

Apply knowledge and understanding of key 
elements to analyse a range of texts. 

Make comparisons between representations 
in media texts. 

Use understanding of the theoretical 
framework to make judgements and draw 
conclusions. 

Broaden knowledge of theoretical framework 
through deeper focus. 

Work on producing critical voice with more 
sustained arguments. 

Make links between concepts across topics.  

Identify areas of weakness and take proactive 
approach to developing those topics. 

Building resilience through extended writing 
practice. 

Implementing revision strategies to develop 
recall of main facts. 

Induction 
Key Elements 

Induction 
Representation 

Induction 
Representation 

Key Text 
Selection of Short Films 

Com
ponent 1: A

 

How has filmmaking 
changed over time? 

Who has creative 
control over a film? 

Key Text 
Vertigo (Hitchcock, 1958) 

Do The Right Thing (Lee, 1989) 
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How do films 
address spectators? 

How are films 
influenced 

by ideologies? 

Key Text 
Inception (Nolan, 2010) 

Beasts of the Southern Wild 
(Zeitlin, 2012) 

Com
ponent 2: A

 

How are films impacted 
by the country they are 

produced in? 

Key Text 
Pan's Labyrinth (Del Toro, 2006) 

House of Flying Daggers 
(Zhang, 2004) 
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Non-Examined Assessment 
Short Film or Screenplay  

End of Year Exam 

Assessment of prior cross-curricular 
knowledge and skills accumulated 

during KS3 & KS4 

Create a film or a screenplay by applying 
knowledge and understanding of the key 
elements and film conventions. 

Begin to implement strategies for effective 
revision. 

Non-Examined Assessment 
Evaluative Analysis  

Com
ponent 2: B

 

How have documentary 
films been affected 

through digital 
technology? 

Key Text 
Stories We Tell (Polley, 2012) 
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How do films create 
meaning without 

sound? 

Revisiting: how are films 
impacted by the country 

they are produced in? 

Key Text 
Sunrise (Muranu, 1927) 

Com
ponent 2: D

 

Revisiting: who has 
creative control over 

a film? 

What makes a film 
experimental? 
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What ways can 
narrative techniques 

impact on a film? 

Revisited: how are 
films influenced by 

ideologies? 

Key Text 
Shaun of the Dead (Wright, 

2004) 
Sightseers (Wheatley, 2012) 

Revision
 

Focusing synoptically 
on core areas 

Exam strategies and 
writing techniques. 

Focusing on specific areas 
of identified weaknesses 

 

Exam 


