
 
 

 

 

 

Page  1   

G
H

S 
U

p
d
at

e
  

A
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t 
fo

r 
A
ll 

 

 

July 2024 

Issue 103 

Theme of the Week 

School’s Out! 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

Last Day of Term 

Pupil dismissed as below: 

Year 7 12:10pm 

Year 8 11:00am 

Year 9 12:10pm 

Year 10 12:10pm 

 

Wednesday 24th July 

 

 

A Level Results day 

Thursday 15th August 

 

 

GCSE Results Day 

Thursday 22nd August 

 

 

Inset Days 

Monday 1st September 

Tuesday 2nd September 

 

 

As the academic year draws to a close, I always find now can be a fruitful time to look back on the 

year. On the achievements of the pupils, the staff, and also, particularly this year, the continued 

fostering of the bond between the school and its parents. The feedback that you provide through-

out the year is always warmly welcomed, deeply considered, and a vital element of the running of 

the school. As your child spends more time at home in the next months, I hope you can enjoy the 

extra moments this will allow you to spend with them. The time they have spent contributing to 

our school community this year has been immensely valuable, although a break with parents will be 

needed I’m sure.  

 
Before the school goes into summertime hibernation, I would like to acknowledge the work each 

year group has done during Challenge Week. From the Latin for ‘to run’, Glenthorne understands 

‘curriculum’ to mean a syllabus that can allow each child to flourish in a manner that extends be-

yond the academic: for them to be able, in effect, to ‘run’ to their destinations as productive and 

well-rounded citizens. For this reason, we consider Challenge Week an essential part of the cur-

riculum – the personal development that this week offers all our years is just as important as the 

hard work that has happened inside the classroom.  

 

Year 7  
For our Years 7s, this took the form of either a bushcraft/camping residential trip, or an arts activi-

ties week. The former epitomised Challenge Week: in week-long torrential rain, the students 

grappled with a plethora of new activities such as whittling, gutting fish, and archery. The latter 

completed workshops in dance, drama or art which culminated in a performance and the creation 

of an impressive art display. Whether it be the thrill of outdoor survival or the nerves of public 

performance, the Year 7s truly faced challenge this week and we are very proud of them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 
Our Year 8s’ residential trip took place in Grosvenor Hall, Kingswood. Like the Year 7s, this trip 

meant the students were exposed to the elements in a range of outdoor activities, some with a 

distinct thrill-factor! While they were undergoing the Leap of Faith high-climbing activity.  

Message from the Headteacher 
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Year 9 
Our Year 9 residential trip was in Belgium to visit the First World War memorials. While a trip of 

this solemnity requires sensitivity and maturity, the Year 9s also engaged in high-octane challenges 

at the theme park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-residential year 8 and 9 
Our Year 8s and 9s who chose to stay at home were equally challenged this week, completing 

team building activities provided by an external company; a trip into London to complete an open-

top bus tour; a sponsored walk; and competed in bowling and football. Combining fundraising for 

the school library with the cultural education of a tour around the capital, they definitely rose to 

the challenge that this week presented to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Year Group Music Trip 

 
Pupils across the year groups showcased the school’s musical talent on an international stage in 

the Music Trip to Austria! The trip included a visit to Salt Mine Hallein as well as a trip to Salzburg, 

the birthplace of Mozart, but the students’ performance to a large audience in Mirabel Gardens 

was without doubt the highlight of the trip and encapsulated the ethos of Challenge Week beauti-

fully.  
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Year 10 
The challenge for year 10 began on the 4th of July when they took part in 2 days of Aspira-

tions. During the two days the pupils had the opportunity to participate in a series of 

workshops and events all designed to inform them of all the Post 16 options available.  This 

included occupational talks and workshops, mock interviews and CV and cover letter writ-

ing skills.  A real highlight for pupils was the Careers Fair which gave the pupils a chance to 

speak to wide range of external employers and trainers. Pupils explored vocational cours-
es, apprenticeships traineeships courses, college courses and university courses.  Year 10 

came away motivated and inspired to set personalised goals.   Following this, pupils had a 

week of work experience where pupils developed key skills and got a flavour of the  world 

of work.  The response from employers has been overwhelmingly positive – Well done 

Y10! 

Year 11 
Following an emotional leavers assembly on Friday 8th July, the Year 11 Prom took place, 

creating an unforgettable evening for pupils and teachers.  

 
Held at Sutton United Football Club, the night began with pupils arriving in glamorous out-

fits as they walked the red-carpet 

 
Inside, the venue had been elegantly decorated with a sage green and gold colour scheme, 

balloons galore creating a balloon ceiling and beautiful balloon arch. A scrumptious buffet 

was available that satisfied everyone's taste buds which was very much appreciated by all as 

the night went on. TJ the DJ kept the dance floor packed all night with some surprising 

tunes that everyone seemed to know. Who would have thought the class of 2024 knew 

the macarena!  The photo booth captured fun memories and was ever so popular until the 

very end of the night. Awards were given, adding an element of surprise to the evening 

including a last-minute award for best dressed.  

 
Good luck to all our Year 11 pupils for their upcoming results day, on Thursday 22nd Au-

gust. 

Duke Of Edinburgh Expedition 
On 22nd June, 115 pupils from Year 10, supported by members of staff , met at East Grin-

stead train station to undertake their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition.  The team 

navigated tricky terrain throughout the day and in stifling conditions. Once on the 

campsite, teams got to work putting up tents and preparing to cook their evening meal 

before relaxing with friends. It was a lovely clear night and a number of students were 

amazed at how many stars they could see once the sun had gone down, some were even 
luckily enough to see a shooting star. Everyone was up bright and early on Sunday morning, 

greeted once again by very warm morning sunshine, as they all began preparing breakfast, 

taking down tents and repacking bags for a second day of walking, our walk took some of 

the students quite close to the Bluebell Railway with some of them being fortunate enough 

to hear and see the steam trains running. All teams successfully completed the expedition 

and we look forward to them all finishing their awards and receiving their certificates in the 

not too distant future.  
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The Willow Menu for w/c 22nd July 2024  
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Cucina Tariff from September 2024 


