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Welcome Back — Start of the Spring Term
Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you and your families enjoyed a restful break. It has been wonderful to welcome pupils back to
school this week as we begin what promises to be an exciting spring term.

As many of you will know, the school was inspected by Ofsted last week. | would like to extend my
thanks for the overwhelming support you shared - both through the parent survey and in the many
personal messages we received. Your encouragement and confidence in our school mean a great deal

to us.

At this stage, we are not permitted to share the outcome of the inspection. The findings will be com-
municated once the official report is published by Ofsted, and we will ensure this is shared with you as
soon as it becomes available.

Looking ahead, we have a fantastic term planned. We are particularly excited about our whole school
production of The School of Rock. The pupils have been working incredibly hard, and their enthusiasm
is infectious. Performances begin on Tuesday, starting with a special showing for primary pupils from
across the Trust. Evening performances will then run on Tuesday 20th, Wednesday 21st, and Thursday
22nd. We are very much looking forward to celebrating the talents of our pupils and hope many of

you will be able to join us.

Thank you once again for your continued support. We are delighted to have the pupils back and look
forward to all that this term holds.

Warm regards

Dr S Peacock

Headteacher

A Christmas Carol - Year 11

On 5th January Year 11 GCSE Drama pupils had the

fantastic opportunity to watch A Christmas Carol at The

Old Vic theatre in Waterloo. The pupils were treated to

an incredible productions stage in-the-round, meaning

that the audience surrounded the action on all four

sides. The performance use the technical aspects of

theatre well to create an exciting and eerie look into

Ebenezer Scrooge's moral compass. The end of the production saw audience participation with
potatoes tumbling down from the grand circle to the stage, and Brussel sprouts floating down on
parachutes to create the final Christmas feast. Pupils spoke with passion about how much they
enjoyed the production. We have already started analysing in lessons in preparation for their
final written exam in May.

Drama Department
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Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 28th January

Rising Stars Concert
Thursday 5th February

Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 11th February

Year 7 & 8 Valentine’s Disco
Thursday 12th February
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Year 12 Supercurricular Talk by Kingston University

On Friday, 9th January, Year 12 students attended the second ses-
sion in our Supercurricular Talk Series, delivered by Dr Ahmed
Elbediwy and Dr Simon Gould from Kingston University. Dr Elbe-
diwy introduced students to Medical Genetics, exploring how ge-
netic research underpins modern medicine and advances in un-
derstanding hereditary conditions. Dr Gould, an expert in Microbi-
ology and Course Leader for Biomedical Science, shared fascinating insights into the role of
microorganisms in health and disease, highlighting the importance of microbiology in clini-
cal and research settings. Students participated in an interactive case study session where
they could analyse laboratory test results to derive diagnoses for different patients, guided
by Dr Elbediwy and Dr Gould. The session provided an inspiring glimpse into university-level
science and potential STEM careers, sparking curiosity and discussion among students.

Year 10 - Devising Drama

This week, Year 10 GCSE Drama pupils have started their major performance project for the
year. Devising is the process of creating a performance from scratch, with no script. Instead,
pupils are given a range of stimuli to choose from.

At Glenthorne, the Drama Department creates a stimulus room for pupils to explore over two
lessons. This has become an experience many pupils look forward to, often sharing it with their
friends and inviting them to visit the stimulus room at break or lunchtime for further explora-
tion. Many pupils have expressed how inspired they feel to create a performance based on what
they discovered there.

Zara said, “The whole atmosphere of the room is really interesting, and I’'m really excited to
work on the piece.” Riley added, “By having more stimuli than just pictures and poems, | feel
like we’ve got more to work from. I’'m feeling really inspired.”

You can see a video of what the pupils experienced here: https://youtu.be/d6lg_BWwfhA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6Iq_BWwfhA
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There is still time to purchase tickets for our highly anticipated Whole School Production
‘School of Rock!. The performance will take place in the School Hall at 7pm over three
nights, Tuesday 20th January, Wednesday 21st January and Thursday 22nd January 2026.

Tickets for this performance will be £10 for adults and €8 for concessions. Doors will open
from 6.30pm so audience members have plenty of time to purchase a programme and take
their seats. The cost of the programmes will be £2, payable in cash.

All of the pupils involved have been working incredibly hard since September, with over 150
pupilsinvolved in the cast, production team and band, and so we would like to thank you for
your support and we look forward to seeing you all at our rock and roll performance!

Tickets are on sale via Ticket Source



https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/glenthornehighschool
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Attendance Fact of the week Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing Tip

Attending school helps children develop resilience through daily Set goals — Gives direction and motivation.
challenges. - Write one academic or personal goal each week.
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