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Planting the Future: Y7 & Y8 Create a  

New Miyawaki Forest 

 

 

 

Despite the relentless rain and mud underfoot, our brilliant 

Year 7 and Year 8 pupils showed outstanding determina-

tion and teamwork as they took part in an exciting ecologi-

cal project: planting our very own Miyawaki style mini for-

est on The Daisy. 

The Miyawaki method - developed to create fast growing, biodiverse forests - encourages 

dense planting of native species to support local ecosystems. With support from Sutton 

Council’s environmental team and Sutton's Tree Wardens, pupils helped plant a remarkable 

range of 25 native tree species alongside three flowering plants, creating a rich, layered 

habitat that will thrive for generations to come. 

Armed with waterproofs, gloves, and huge enthusiasm, pupils embraced the challenging 

weather conditions. Rather than dampening spirits, the weather seemed to make the expe-

rience even more memorable. Pupils dug, planted, and supported one another throughout, 

showing resilience, teamwork, and a genuine commitment to environmental stewardship. 

The newly planted forest includes species such as Hazel, English Oak, Hornbeam, Rowan, 

Silver Birch, Holly, Small Leaved Lime, Black Poplar, and flowering plants like Honeysuck-

le and Dog Rose. These species will not only help increase biodiversity but also provide im-

portant habitats for birds, insects, and other wildlife in the years ahead. 

Projects like this help our pupils learn beyond the classroom - developing practical skills, 

environmental awareness, and a sense of responsibility for the world around them. We are 

incredibly proud of their effort, positivity, and resilience throughout the entire event. 

We look forward to watching our forest grow - much like the young people who planted it. 

 

  Looking Ahead 

A Week 

 "Ramadan is the celebration 
of a faith known for great di-
versity and racial equality.” 
Barack Obama 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 11th February 
 
Year 7 & 8 Valentine’s Disco 
Thursday 12th February 
 
February Half Term 
Monday 16th February to 
Friday 20th February 
 
Shrove Tuesday 
Tuesday 17th February 
 
World Book Day 
Thursday 5th march 
 
Inset Day 
Friday 26th June 
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Attendance Fact of the week   

 

There’s a direct link between attendance and academic success. 

 

Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing Tip 

 

Use school support services – They’re there to help.  

→ Visit your pastoral or wellbeing team once a term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Belonging 

This week, pupils took part in an assembly all about belonging. We explored what it means to feel accepted, valued, and connect-

ed - whether that’s within a family, a friendship group, a class, or our wider school community. 

During the assembly, pupils were invited to think about moments when they have felt that strong sense of belonging - times when 

someone included them, welcomed them, or made space for them. We also acknowledged that everyone, at some point, has ex-

perienced feeling left out, and how those moments can affect confidence and wellbeing. 

We discussed how belonging plays a big role in mental health: when children feel they belong, they are more confident, more re-

silient, and more willing to try new things. Importantly, they learned that belonging isn’t about being popular or changing who 

they are - it’s about connection, kindness, and acceptance. 

Pupils were encouraged to take small but meaningful actions to help others feel included: inviting someone to join in, offering a 

smile, making space in a group, or noticing when someone is on their own. These everyday acts help create a community where 

everyone feels seen and valued. 

To finish, pupils were asked two questions to reflect on throughout the week: 

1. Where do you feel you belong? 

2. What can you do today to help someone else feel that they belong? 

Together, we hope to continue fostering a school culture where every child feels welcome and supported. 
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Year 12 Supercurricular Talk: Drug Discovery & Precision 

On Friday, 30th January, our Year 12 students enjoyed the third session of our Supercurricular 

Talk Series, delivered by Dr Ian Piper from Kingston University. The session focused on drug 

discovery, with a particular emphasis on precision medicine—an area transforming how treat-

ments are developed and tailored to individual patients. Students found the talk fascinating 

and especially valuable in understanding how university‑level laboratory techniques are ap-

plied in real research settings. Dr Piper also explored the growing role of AI in biomedical sci-

ence, discussing both its benefits and limitations, which sparked thoughtful discussion among 

students. 

 A warm thank you to Kingston University for continuing to support our students through 

these inspiring and enriching learning opportunities.” 

 

 

A Day of Inspiration at the Tate Modern 

On Friday, January 30th, 69 of our art pupils headed to the Tate 

Modern for a day of artistic exploration and discovery. From the 

vast installations in the Turbine Hall to the intricate galleries of the 

Blavatnik Building, the day was a deep dive into the world of con-

temporary art. 

While the art was impressive, the real highlight of the trip was the pupils themselves. 

Throughout the entire visit, they displayed exemplary and outstanding attitudes, repre-

senting our school with maturity and curiosity. Whether they were engaging in 

thoughtful discussions about complex pieces or navigating the busy 

gallery spaces, their conduct was nothing short of brilliant. 

We are immensely proud of every student 

who joined us. They were fantastic ambassa-

dors for our community, proving that they are 

as capable of navigating the professional world 

of art as they are the classroom. 

 

Use of zebrafish as model organisms 

for drug development  

Use of organs on a chip to simulate 

physiological functions  

 

Year 

Group 
Sport Opponent Result 

FAC Football CFA Dev 
Won   

6 - 1 

    

    

Sporting Results 



February 2026 

Issue No. 157 

GHS Update  
W/C  09.02.2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 February 2026 

Issue No. 157 

GHS Update   
Cucina Menu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


